FOLLOW-UP 
1792 SILVER AND NON-SILVER CENTER CENTS: FURTHER STUDIES OF THE 
SILVER PLUG CONTAINED IN THE MORRIS SO-CALLED SILVER CENTER CENT 
By Robert L. Rodriguez 


March 10, 2023 


This commentary adds new exhibits and observations that are the result of a visit to Stack’s Bowers Galleries on March 1, 2023. Tony Lopez 
and I viewed Lot 3063, The Morris Specimen, that is to be auctioned on March 21. This updates the studies of November 10, 2017 and June 
20, 2019, that were published on the Newman Numismatic Portal by the research team composed of Tony Lopez, Stuart Levine, Maureen 
Levine and me, as team leader, https://archive.org/details/1792SilverAndNonSilverCents. I presented these findings on the April 2020 NNP 
Symposium, https://archive.org/details/3 RobertRodriguez. In my opinion, Stack’s Bowers Lot description presents a balanced viewpoint by 
referencing my NNP Symposium presentation and its primary conclusion that this is a genuine Judd-2 which was altered by the addition of 
a Silver plug to convert it into a Judd-1. Our research has affirmed the opinion expressed in the April 1905 S.H. & H. Chapman catalog for 
the Charles Morris collection, Lot 361, that states, “the plug in this specimen has been inserted after the piece was struck...with the silver 
center falsely inserted.” (Refer to Exhibit 4 in our 2019 study) 


At the time of our original research, certain aspects to complete our analysis of the Morris Specimen could not be done. We were not able 
to measure its silver plug obverse and reverse diameters. Additionally, accurate measurements of some of the finest examples of Judd-1s 
were not available to us. Since our research was published, The Resolute Americana Collection has acquired two Judd-1s, the Garrett 
Specimen, SP67 PCGS (finest), and the Winsor Specimen, SP61 NGC. This allowed diameter measurements to be taken of their respective 
plugs and these results were then compared to the those of the Morris plug. 


In our June 20, 2019 study, Exhibits 1 and 2 provided the first detailed plug location comparison of all known Judd-1s, as well as a 
comparison to a Judd-1a and a Judd-2. In these new exhibits, a close-up evaluation is detailed. In all cases, the reference points to determine 
a genuine Judd-1 silver plug are again highlighted on all the coins presented. For the obverse, a horizontal line from Liberty’s ear to the 
separation of her lips is established. ALL genuine Judd-1s, in our opinion, have their plugs either tangential to or above this reference line. 
The Morris Specimen fails on this metric. For the reverse, we used a horizontal line beneath “ONE” in “ONE CENT.” ALL genuine Judd- 
1s have their plugs either tangential to or above this line. Again, the Morris fails on this metric. Additionally, the genuine plugs were struck 
during the minting process while the Morris plug was hand-tooled after the coin was struck. 


Additionally, our 2019 study introduced the concept of “danced” or “wobbled,” to describe the appearance that was the result of the 
movement of the drill had on the drill hole; “wandering” is another term used in metal working to describe a drill’s movement during its 
operation. In this study, Exhibits 5 and 6 clearly show this effect on the Judd-la. The obverse plug hole size is larger than the reverse size. 
This difference in size is the result of the drill bit attempting to catch at the start of the drilling process. It is what we refer to as “dancing.” 
Unless a centering drill, which initiates the drill point, is used prior to the finishing drill, this dancing effect occurs. After the initial start of 


the hole, the obverse and reverse hole sizes are approximately identical, as indicated by purple arrows in both exhibits. Some auction lot 
descriptions have referred to the plug as being “conical” in shape. Instead of a “conical” shaped plug, these evaluations led us to describe 
the hole as being ““mushroom-shaped” for genuine plugs because of the “dancing” effect. 


So, how do the silver plugs of the Winsor and Garrett examples compare to this observation? Exhibit 8, the Winsor Specimen, shows the 
comparative measurements. On the obverse, the Red arrow is 3.4 mm in length while the Yellow arrow is 2.9 mm. These measurements 
result in a plug shape that corresponds to that of the Judd-la. The reverse diameter is 3.0 mm (a perfect circle), as shown by the Red arrows. 
Exhibit 9 provides a close-up view. In the case of the Garrett Specimen, Exhibit 10 shows the comparative measurements. The obverse 
measurement is 3.2 mm, the Red arrow, while the Yellow measures 3.8 mm. The difference in location of the wider part of the plug is 
purely a function of when the drill bit caught and started to drill the hole. The reverse diameter is 3.2 mm (a perfect circle), as shown by the 
Red arrows. Exhibit 11 provides a close-up view. Thus, both of these coins affirm the observation noted with the Judd-la. To complete this 
study, I conducted a photo comparison of the ten remaining Judd-1s to determine whether the silver plug was larger on one side versus the 
opposite side and if the smaller plug was circular. Exhibits 12-21 show these comparisons. In all cases, there was a larger plug on one side 
while the opposite side contained a small circular plug. Six of the larger plugs occurred on the obverse and four on the reverse. In each 
case, the opposite side smaller plug was circular. The incidence of a larger plug being on the reverse rather than the obverse was strictly a 
function of how the raw planchets were positioned when placed into the press. Thus, this photo comparison adds further proof that genuine 
plugs correspond to that of the Judd-1la. 


In the case of the Morris Specimen, Exhibits 1 and 2 provide a clean view of the silver plug. The obverse plug is 2.4 mm in diameter and is 
effectively a perfect circle. The reverse plug also measures 2.4 mm in diameter. There is no indication of “dancing,” as noted on genuine 
plugs. For the 2019 study, six silver center cents were fabricated using 1863 Indian Head Cents (Section 3 and Addendum 3). This reverse 
engineering study provided a better understanding of the likely silver plug fabrication process for the Morris Specimen. By first using a 
centering drill and then the finishing drill, a silver center plug was crafted that emulated the Morris plug, a circle. Having seen the results, 
in my opinion, a centering drill was used in the fabrication of the Morris plug, leading to identical diameter entrance and exit sizes on both 
the obverse and reverse sides. In addition to this significant difference, the Morris plug location, in the neck area, is strikingly different 
from that of a genuine Judd-1, as denoted by the obverse and reverse horizontal reference lines in Exhibit 1. Exhibit 3 provides what we 
believe is the source of the Morris plug location. The only image of a Judd-1, prior to 1905, appeared in the December 1895 S.H. & H. 
Chapman catalog, Lot 291, for the Richard B. Winsor, Esq., collection. Exhibit 3 links the neck’s shadow image, red arrows, on the 1895 
Winsor plate to the 2023 Stack’s Bowers Morris image and then compares it to the 2019 Heritage Auctions Winsor image. The shape of 
the 1895 shadow is very much like that of the hand tooled obverse hair area of the Morris. The difference in hair shape on the Morris plug 
to that of a genuine Judd-1 was clearly shown in Exhibit 3 of our 2019 study. Exhibit 4 shows the actual size of the Winsor and then a 
blown-up image of what might have been used as a template. During our Lot 3063 viewing, Tony Lopez made the following observations 
about the Morris silver plug: “The plugs on both the obverse and reverse show obvious signs of tooling and the field portions of the plug’s 
design are concave in relation to the adjoining fields. The coin also shows evidence of past polishing that is more pronounced on the obverse 
than the reverse. Evidence of tooling is more prominent on the reverse where there is a large raised section of metal between and at the 


bases of the letters ‘E’ and ‘N’ because the fabricator failed to remove metal while cutting the design’s denomination inscription.” As 
mentioned previously, genuine silver plugs were struck while the Morris has been hand-tooled. 


In conclusion, these current observations further affirm our original opinion that the Morris Specimen is not a genuine Judd-1. The silver 
plug shape and location clearly make it an outlier from all genuine Judd-1 coins. It is now up to those who have certified and continue to 
support the Morris Specimen as a genuine Judd-1, to present their data as opposed to unsubstantiated and non-scientific opinion. Having 
viewed the Morris Specimen again, it is clearly a genuine and beautiful 1792 pattern cent. Regrettably, it has been altered, as first opined 
in the 1905 Chapman catalog, to represent something it is not. Without this alteration, the Judd-2 census would include another mint state 
example that would be second only to the uncertified Smithsonian Specimen, with an estimated grade of MS63. It is unfortunate that Walter 
Breen, in cataloging this coin for the September 1974 GENA sale, where it was featured on the front cover, made several significant errors 
that were allowed to continue uncontested until we highlighted and corrected them in our 2019 study (Exhibits 6, 7, 8). It is now up to any 
prospective buyer to decide whether this coin is a genuine Judd-1 or an altered 1792 pattern cent. 


Having spent several years studying and collecting many 1792 mint pattern coins, I have come to truly appreciate their historical importance. 
Among these, the Judd-1 is truly special since we have the December 18, 1792 correspondence from Thomas Jefferson to President George 
Washington, where he states that he has the honor of presenting two examples of Henry Voight’s silver plug design. In my opinion, this 
correspondence elevates the Judd-1 to a position of preeminence and no fabricated imposter should be included among the genuine examples. 


1792 MORRIS SO-CALLED SILVER CENTER CENT OBVERSE AND REVERSE PLUG SIZE COMPARISON 
Measurements taken at Stack’s Bowers March 1, 2023 
Robert L. Rodriguez 


EXIBIT 1 


Morris Diameter Plug Measurements 


2.4 mm Red x 2.4 mm Yellow 2.4 mm Red x 2.4 mm Yellow 


EXHIBIT 2 


Close-up of Morris Silver Plug 


Plugs are circular, with identical measurements obverse and reverse, unlike genuine plugs. 
(Measurements taken at Stack’s Bowers on March 1, 2023) 


Winsor Chapman 1895 Lot 291 Catalog Shadow Image Comparison 


2023 Stack’s Morris 
Engraved Hair 
Located In Similar 
Area To The Winsor 
Shadow Image 
Plug Position 
Incorrectly Located 


2019 Heritage Auctions 
Lot 4308 
Winsor Shadow Image 


TrueView Images 


EXHIBIT 3 


provided by Collectors Universe 


1895 Chapman 
Potential Design 
Inspiration for the 
Morris Plug Design 
and Location-Note 
Shadow Image 


EXHIBIT 4 


Winsor Chapman 1895 Plate Lot 291 


Actual Size 


Diameter 22.6 mm 


EXHIBIT 5 


Partrick Judd-la 
Obverse-Reverse Plug Comparison 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Plug dimensions have not been measured but note larger obverse diameter “red” versus “purple,” indicating smaller diameter after “dancing” or 
“wondering” effect of drilling has ceased. Inner diameter holes obverse and reverse, purple, identical in size. The difference in diameter size from 
one side versus the other is what led to the team using the term “mushroom-shaped” rather than “conical” for the description of the plug. 
Measurements of the Garrett and Winsor hole dimensions confirm this “dancing” effect observation. 


EXHIBIT 6 


Close-up of Judd-1a Plug Hole “Dancing” Effect 


Clear view of the drill “dancing” effect Inner holes, purple, identical in size. 
creating larger Red diameter 


EXHIBIT 7 


Winsor / Weinberg / Resolute Plug Location Comparison vs Morris 


TrueView Images provided by Collectors Universe 


All genuine plugs have a similar relative positioning to the red line, as seen here on the Winsor, left, versus the Morris, right. 
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EXHIBIT 8 
Winsor / Weinberg / Resolute 


Diameter Plug Measurements 


TrueView Images provided by Collectors Universe TrueView Images provided by Collectors Universe 


Winsor 3.4 mm Red x 2.9 mm Yellow Winsor 3.0 mm x 3.0 mm 


11 


EXHIBIT 9 


Close-up of Winsor Silver Plug 
Diameter Measurements 


3.4 mm Red x 2.9 mm Yellow Red 3.0 mm x 3.0 mm 
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EXHIBIT 10 
Garrett / Simpson / Resolute 


Plug Measurements 


_ 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com Imaged 


by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Diameter Red 3.2 mm Red x 3.8 mm Yellow Diameter Red 3.2 mm x 3.2 mm 
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EXHIBIT 11 


Close-up of Garret Silver Plug 
Diameter Measurements 


3.2 mm Red x 3.8 mm Yellow Red 3.2 mm x 3.2 mm 
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EXHIBIT 12 


Norweb 


Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle) 
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EXHIBIT 13 


Boyd / Newman 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle) 
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EXHIBIT 14 


Bushnell / Parmelee 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle) 
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EXHIBIT 15 


Smithsonian 


Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle) Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow 
Note: Larger Diameter Plug On Reverse 
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EXHIBIT 16 


Stearns / Kendall 


Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow 
Note: Larger Diameter Plug On Reverse 


Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle) 
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EXHIBIT 17 


Partrick 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle) 
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EXHIBIT 18 


Judd 


Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle) Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow 
Note: Larger Diameter Plug On Reverse 
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EXHBIT 19 


Mickley 


Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle) Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow 
Note: Larger Diameter Plug On Reverse 
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EXHIBIT 20 


Wilmont 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle) 
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EXHIBIT 21 


Brand /Starr 


Red Arrow Longer Than Yellow Arrow Red Arrows Equal Length (Circle 
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